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City of Monterey Park

Meeting Agenda

• What Problem Are We Solving?

• What Is the Purpose of This Vacant-

to-Vibrant Effort?

• Background and History

• Opportunities for the Future

• Q&A

• Table Breakouts
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What Problem Are We Solving?

• There are vacant privately-owned properties throughout the 
city that need to be spurred into action. 

• We need economic development.

• Housing affordability remains a challenge and we need 
housing supply.
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City of Monterey Park

What Is the Purpose of This Vacant-to-
Vibrant Effort?
• To engage with residents on the 

issues and opportunities facing 
housing and economic development 
in Monterey Park

• Understand factors affecting 
development

• Explain role of the City

• Hear resident priorities

• Ideate on the opportunities
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Background 
and History



City of Monterey Park

Important Facts About Land Use
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• The City does not build housing or commercial development.

• All commercial and innovation/technology areas being 

discussed in this conversation are privately owned. 

• The City’s primary tool for economic development is 

zoning/design standards.
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How Land Use and Zoning Work
Monterey Park voters are ultimately the decision makers for 
these determinations.

• General Plan (Community Vision) 

• Land Use Element

• Measure JJ
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City of Monterey Park

Understanding Zoning In Depth
• Zoning Ordinance and Development Standards

• The General Plan establishes the vision, while zoning regulations and the zoning map 

implement that vision on individual properties.

• Zoning Maps

• Apply zoning designations parcel by parcel throughout the city.

• Determine what uses are allowed on a specific property and under what conditions.

• Serve as the day-to-day regulatory tool used when initially reviewing development 

proposals.

• How are developers attracted/dissuaded from establishing projects in 

the city?
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Impacts on the City

The environment facing cities 

today is changing rapidly.

To remain competitive and 

responsive, cities must be flexible 

and proactive in evaluating 

whether existing land use 

regulations continue to meet 

community needs.
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Here’s What We Have Heard So Far: 

• No data centers

• Address housing affordability to support local intergenerational longevity and 
community values 

• Address or prevent homelessness

• Protect the existing neighborhoods

• Provide economic opportunities that enhance community character 

• Expand local services  

• Create local jobs, reducing commute times

• Position the City to respond to changing market conditions and State requirements
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Need to Address Concerns and Preserve 
Local Control
Key considerations include:

• Ensuring development occurs in locations appropriate for additional growth.

• Preserving established residential neighborhoods and community character.

• Maintaining adequate infrastructure and public services.

• Addressing population/housing growth impacts, such as traffic or parking. 

• Providing opportunities for meaningful community engagement and feedback.

• Taking proactive local action rather than having development outcomes dictated 
solely by State mandates.
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Opportunities for the Future
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Notable 
Vacancy 
Areas
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Opportunities for the Future: 
Potential Investment Areas
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Opportunities for the Future: 
Examples of What Future Development 
Could Look Like
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Q&A
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Opportunity to clarify information from 

the presentation. 

This is not the time for feedback. That 

happens during breakout sessions which 

we will get to next.
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Table 
Breakouts
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We will break into groups. You will designate a 

scribe to take notes. 

All ideas and responses get written down. 

Respect diverse opinions and have civil 

discourse. 

After 40 minutes a table spokesperson will 

report out responses from their table.
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Next Steps
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THANK YOU
For more information, visit MontereyPark.CA.gov/VacantToVibrant

Contact us at 626-307-1458 or VacantToVibrant@MontereyPark.gov.
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